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People Power on the 
Peninsula is a new group of 
like-minded residents who 
want to activate community 
debate on council 
amalgamation, green spaces, 
reinstating NSW government 
services, petrol prices and 
youth homelessness.

Mr Jack Lloyd from Umina has 
convened the group, which at the 
moment has 12 members.

“We are going to try and have 
a conversation and get some 

community action going around 
the fi ve issues we have identifi ed 
as being critical to the future of the 
community on the Peninsula,” Mr 
Lloyd said.

He said he hoped other 
Peninsula residents concerned 
about the fi ve identifi ed issues 
would join the group via its 
Facebook page.

The group’s page is “closed” so 
discussions are not public and new 
members need to ask to join.

Interview, 18 Feb 2016
Jack Lloyd, Umina

Peninsula 
People Power 

starts
The on-going dispute 
between Gosford Council 
and the State Government 
over dredging the Brisbane 
Water Channel appears 
no closer to resolution, 
with both parties denying 
responsibility.

The NSW Department of 
Primary Industries - Lands has 
issued a statement denying 
responsibility for dredging the 
channel, saying it was the council’s 
job.

Gosford Council has denied 
this, claiming that the State 
Government was responsible.

Dredging work undertaken 
by the council at Ettalong was 
for “beach replenishment … not 
to address navigation issues”, 
according to Council’s director 
of community growth, Ms Judy 
Jaeger.

The dispute has resurfaced with 
calls from Marine Rescue Central 
Coast for dredging, and warnings 
to the boating public of the dangers 
with the channel having moved 
and narrowed.

The Department of Primary 
Industry public affairs manager 
Mr John McClymont said the 
department was responsible for 

dredging to maintain navigation 
access to government-owned 
maritime infrastructure.

Mr McClymont said that meant 
the department’s responsibilities 
were limited to “coastal 
harbours and river entrances 
where breakwaters have been 
constructed to assist in providing 
stable navigation conditions for 
boating access”.

However, according to Mr 
McClymont: “There is no state-
owned maritime infrastructure in 
this area of Brisbane Water.

“Responsibility for dredging 
in local waterways, such as 
Brisbane Water, has in the past 
been delivered by local councils 
with support from the State 
Government.

“Gosford Council did not apply 
for funding for this site under the 
last funding round for Rescuing 
Our Waterways,” he said.

However, Ms Jaeger said that 
the NSW Department of Primary 
Industries (Crown lands) owns the 
estuary and Roads and Maritime 
Services is responsible for making 
sure channels can be navigated 
safely.

“The NSW Government is 
responsible for making sure that 
the Ettalong channel can be safely 

navigated by boats and other 
vessels, not Gosford Council,” Ms 
Jaeger said.

“Around two years ago, Gosford 
Council spent over $500,000 to 
dredge and move a signifi cant 
amount of sand from the Ettalong 
Beach sandbank directly offshore 
from the Lance Webb Reserve 
as part of beach renourishment 
works,” she said.

“The sand was not taken from 
within the Ettalong channel.

“The purpose of this project 
was not to address navigation 
issues within Ettalong channel, 
but rather to improve the amenity 
of Ettalong Beach in line with 
Council’s foreshore and coastal 
zone management planning.

“We are currently looking at 
what options are available to 
complete future renourishment 
works at Ettalong Beach.

“However at this stage, council 
has ruled out buying and operating 
its own dredge to complete these 
future works,” Ms Jaeger said.

Media statement, 9 Feb 2016
John McClymont, NSW Department 

of Primary Industries
Media statement, 17 Feb 2016
Judy Jaeger, Gosford Council

Dredging dispute appears 
no closer to resolution

Peninsula People Power has launched a Facebook page 
to campaign on local issues

The Palm Beach ferry navigating the narrow Brisbane Water channel near half-tide rocks PHOTO NBN News Central Coast

Peninsula Village resident 
Ms Eileen Banks recently 
celebrated her 102nd 
birthday.

Eileen was born in the East End 
of London and spent her childhood 
at New Cross attending Brockley 
Central School.

She then attended Lewisham 
College where she studied 
shorthand, typing, bookkeeping, 
geography, French and English, 
which enabled her to become a 
secretary.

“I enjoyed work and retained 
many of the skills I learnt during my 
career,” Ms Banks said.

“My father, Robert, died when I 
was four years old but I still had a 
happy childhood,” she said.

“I used to enjoy playing in the 
snow and was a bit of a prankster 
who liked to participate in the 
school plays, often with the leading 
role.”

Eileen was also a keen swimmer 
and won many medals.

“My youngest daughter moved 
to Australia and had her fi rst child.

“She wanted her mum close so 
I moved to Australia in 1974 to be 
closer to them.

“I settled in Cremorne and 
worked as a secretary in Sussex 
St, Sydney.

“I moved around for a few years 
and then settled here on the Coast 
eight years ago and have been a 
resident at Peninsula Village for 

the last six years.”
Ms Banks said her lifetime 

achievement had been learning to 
use a computer when she was 82 
years old.

“My typing skills helped me 
immensely.

“I enjoy playing games, sending 
emails to family and friends and 
surfi ng the net.

“I also like to read biographies, 
poetry and writing poetry.

“In my younger days I used to 
enjoy cooking, sewing, knitting and 
making jams and chutney.

“I like to keep my mind active 
with my computer and will often 

google things of interest to increase 
my knowledge.

“It took me a long time to settle 
into life at Peninsula Village, but 
I’m quite happy now.

“I enjoy visits to the wellness 
centre and most days I do my own 
thing, which is to play games on 
my computer or iPad, emailing and 
Face Timing my daughters Sonja 
and Gillian in England.

“The staff at Peninsula Village 
are wonderful and very caring,” 
she said.

Submission, 26 Feb 2016
Eileen Banks, Woy Woy
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Eileen celebrates 
her 102nd birthday

Eileen Banks recently celebrated her 102nd birthday

Services NSW has cancelled 
a promised shuttle bus 
between the Peninsula 
and the Gosford Services 
NSW Centre due to “low 
patronage”.

“A shuttle bus between Woy 
Woy and the Gosford Service 
Centre was provided though was 
cancelled due to low patronage,” 
a statement from the media unit of 

Services NSW said.
The statement also provided 

a phone number 137788, that 
residents on restricted licenses 
or who cannot get to the Gosford 
Services NSW Centre for other 
reasons, can call to make an 
appointment with a mobile service.

The number connects the caller 
with the fi rst point of contact for all 
Services NSW inquiries.

The Peninsula News called 

the number and was told that 
appointments could be made 
with the mobile service each 
Wednesday at the Peninsula 
Community Centre.

Since being made available in 
October 2015, there have been 
112 customers served out of a 
possible 390 booking spaces as at 
February 8.

Media statement, 19 Feb 2016
Dom Costello, Services NSW

Services NSW 
cancels shuttle bus

Services NSW instructed its 
call centre staff not to advise 
the public of its shuttle bus 
service from Woy Woy to 
Gosford, Member for Gosford 
Ms Kathy Smith has claimed.

The shuttle bus service has 
now been stopped due to lack of 
patronage.

Ms Smith said she discovered 
the “misleading and infl ammatory” 
instruction after initially ringing the 
call centre as an ordinary member 
of the public.

Her call also revealed that call 
centre staff were unaware of the 
difference between the shuttle 
bus service and the “mobile 
service” offered at the Peninsula 
Community Centre, and call centre 
was also telling callers that a 
mobile service did not exist.

Ms Smith rang the call centre 
herself after she was told by 
residents that when they rang the 
designated phone number to make 
an appointment for their RMS 
business using the mobile service, 
they were advised that there was 
no such service and they needed 
to go to Gosford.

“When the phone was 
answered, sure enough I was 
informed that there was no such 
service available.

“Without revealing who I was, 
I asked the very pleasant young 
lady to check further. 

“After waiting on hold for a 
while, the operator came back to 
me and I was informed that she 
had contacted the Services NSW 
offi ce in Gosford and they had 
advised her that there had been 
such a service but that it had been 
discontinued as the bus service 
had never been used.

“It then became apparent that 
the operator was talking about a 
different service, not the mobile 
service located at the Peninsula 
Community Centre.

“I then identifi ed myself as the 
local member of parliament and 
explained that I thought there was 
some confusion as the service was 
still operating.

“The offi cer then kindly read 
to me a letter that was on her 

computer advising staff that 
there was a shuttle bus service 
available to pick up qualifying RMS 
customers from the old RTA site 
in Woy Woy and take them to the 
Gosford Services NSW facility.

“I was further told that there 
was no need for people to book 
this service as it was a round-trip 
service that ran on a continuous 
basis.

“The offi cer, after having read 
further down the information on her 
computer, told me that there was 
an instruction that this service was 
not to be advised to the public.

“Between lack of advice to 
the community of the mobile 
RMS licensing facility and a 
phantom shuttle bus service that 
the community wasn’t to be told 
about, there is little wonder that the 
service is not as fully utilised as it 
could be.

“A service that is not allowed to 
be advised to the public can hardly 
be expected to be in high demand.

“No one was aware of the secret 
service to Gosford.”

Ms Smith said that the mobile 
service came into being after the 
Baird Government closed RTA 
centre in Woy Woy, to assist the 
elderly living on the Peninsula.

“Unfortunately, advertising and 
notifi cation to residents living on 
the Peninsula advising them of 
the service has been close to non-
existent,” she said.

“People still visit my offi ce on 
a regular basis asking for help 
due to the diffi culties they have 
in accessing RMS services in 
Gosford.

“These people are totally 
ignorant that the mobile service is 
available to them.  

“It really is a bad state of affairs 
when our State Government 
is blaming the elderly in our 
community for not utilising services 
they are kept totally ignorant of.

“I fought long and hard alongside 
local residents to keep RMS 
service facilities on the Peninsula 
and that fi ght is far from over.

Media statement, 3 Mar 2016
Jane Letteri, Offi ce of Kathy Smith

Services NSW staff 
instructed not to tell 

of bus, says MP
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computer advising staff that
there was a shuttle bus service
available to pick up qualifying RMS
customers from the old RTA site 
in Woy Woy and take them to the 
Gosford Services NSW facility.

“I was further told that there 
was no need for people to book
this service as it was a round-trip 
service that ran on a continuous
basis.

“The offi cer, after having read 
further down the information on her 
computer, told me that there was 
an instruction that this service was 
not to be advised to the public.

“Between lack of advice to 
the community of the mobile
RMS licensing facility and a 
phantom shuttle bus service that 
the community wasn’t to be told 
about, there is little wonder that the
service is not as fully utilised as it 
could be.

“A service that is not allowed to
be advised to the public can hardly 
be expected to be in high demand.

“No one was aware of the secret 
service to Gosford.”

Ms Smith said that the mobile
service came into being after the 
Baird Government closed RTA 
centre in Woy Woy, to assist the 
elderly living on the Peninsula.

“Unfortunately, advertising and 
notifi cation to residents living on 
the Peninsula advising them of 
the service has been close to non-
existent,” she said.

“People still visit my offi ce on 
a regular basis asking for help 
due to the diffi culties they have 
in accessing RMS services in 
Gosford.

“These people are totally 
ignorant that the mobile service is 
available to them. 

“It really is a bad state of affairs

NSW staff 
d not to tell 
says MP
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Transport for NSW appears 
to be backing away from its 
commitment to complete 
the second stage of the Woy 
Woy rail underpass project.

It has increased its estimates of 
project completion costs from $52 
million to $115 million.

No progress has been made 
on the second stage of the project 
since Gosford Council announced 
last August it had started pre-
construction activities on the stage 
the council estimates will cost $36 
million.

Stage two of the project at Bulls 
Hill was to include the construction 
of a new vehicle underpass at 
Nagari Rd, reconstruction of 
Nagari Rd and construction of the 
Woy Woy Creek Bridge.

The NSW Government has 
so far committed $52 million in 
funding to help council design 
and implement the Rawson 
Road Railway Level Crossing 
Replacement Project.

The deputy mayor for Gosford 
Cr Craig Doyle said council had 
written to the State Government 
to confi rm its position in relation 
to the project several months ago 
and had not yet received a reply.

“Months ago the design and 
construction of the bridge was 
completely taken over by Transport 

for NSW,” he said.
Since then the costings for 

project completion have escalated 
from $52 million to $115 million 
but no explanation or information 
about the increase has been 
provided by the department to 
Gosford Council.

Cr Doyle said Gosford Council 
still had $12 million to complete its 
share of the works but Transport 
for NSW has said that it would not 
have a problem if the council went 
ahead and spent those funds on 
other projects.

“Gosford Council has not 
slowed this project down, in fact, 
we are seeking to get it fi nished,” 
Cr Doyle said.

“There has been no justifi cation 
of why Transport for NSW has 
costed its completion at two times 
everyone else’s costs.

“Any way you look at it this is not 
an acceptable position and it looks 
like Transport for NSW is shaking 
in its commitment to get the project 
done,” he said.

Gosford Council chief Mr 
Paul Anderson confi rmed that 
responsibility for certain parts of the 
project were now with Transport for 
NSW, including the underpass.

“They have been doing a 
whole range of design and costing 
exercises,” Mr Anderson said.

“Other parts of the project are 

with us including the fi nal costing 
and ultimate design certifi cation 
works for the road but obviously, 
with that sort of project, you are not 
going to go and do the roadworks 
until the rail and bridge work is 
done,” he said.

Mr Anderson said the required 
rail work would include closures 
and, due to the fact the level 
crossing is on the main north-south 
rail line, those closures can only 
occur at certain times.

“Which is why the project is a 
long and protracted process,” he 
said.

“The pedestrian underpass, 
before it was completed, required 
a couple of closures to allow that 
work to happen,” he said

Mr Anderson said he could 
confi rm that the overall project did 
involve plans for the straightening 
of Woy Woy Rd around the Bays.

“But that was never included in 
the current stages or works, it was 
a future stage that was announced 
by Mr Barry O’Farrell when he was 
trying to become premier,” he said.

Gosford Council had started 
acquiring land to accommodate 
the road straightening but Mr 
Anderson said those acquisitions 
had been put on hold.

He said he did not know the 
time frame for the completion of 
the Rawson Rd rail bridge.

“The project team meet pretty 
regularly to talk about it,” he said.

Transport for NSW dismissed 
a request from Peninsula News to 
confi rm when designs and costings 
would be complete, when their 
part of the stage two works would 
commence and whether they had 
a completion date.

“This is actually a Gosford 
Council project,” the Transport for 
NSW media unit claimed.

“They have your enquiry and 
will be able to give you an update 
on the project”.

However, Gosford Council’s 
director of construction and 
operations Mr Stan Antczak said: 
“Because of technical issues to 
do with occupation of the railway 
line at some future part of the 
stage two construction, the bridge 
component went back to Transport 
for NSW to undertake design and 
construct.

“At this period of time we are 
waiting on formal advice from the 
minister about where the project is 
heading,” Mr Antczak said.

The Rawson Road Level 
Crossing Replacement Project was 
approved by the Joint Regional 
Planning Panel in December 2013 
and was to be completed over four 
stages.

The aims of the project were 
to address safety concerns 

associated with the existing 
level crossing at Rawson Rd, 
upgrade the road and drainage 
infrastructure and improve traffi c 
movement through Woy Woy.

Stage one, the Rawson 
Rd pedestrian underpass and 
Shoalhaven Dve existing rail bridge 
augmentation were completed in 
2015.

Stage two included Shoalhaven 
Dve along Nagari Rd to Woy Woy 
Rd (north).

Stage three was the upgrade 
of Rawson Rd to Soalhaven Dve 
including an upgrade to Waterview 
St.

The fi nal stage involved works 
to Woy Woy Rd (north) at Bulls Hill 
up to Banyo Close.

The Peninsula News has 
asked parliamentary secretary 
for the Central Coast Mr Scot 
MacDonald, shadow minister for 
the Central Coast Mr David Harris 
and member for Gosford Ms Kathy 
Smith to comment on the status of 
the project.

Interview, 16 Mar 2016
Paul Anderson, Gosford Council

Interview, 17 Mar 2016
Craig Doyle, Gosford Council

Interview, 17 Mar 2016
Stan Antczak, Gosford Council

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Rail underpass under threat
Stage two of the Rawson Rd level crossing replacement project has come to a stand still

Plans discussed 
included looking at different 
uses for learning spaces 
incorporating LED screen 
group work technology and 
functional furniture space. 

Draft plans will be 
provided for parent/carer 
input once they are drawn.

In the interim, a new front 

entrance will be completed, 
and plans to begin work 
on some classroom 
modifi cations have been 
drawn to modernise each 
learning space.

Newsletter, Mar 9, 2016
Our Lady of the Rosary 

Catholic Primary School

During the day, every 
child was fully engaged in 
sport activities and returned 
170 sponsorship cards.

The school is requesting 
parents/carers ensure their 
child’s sponsorship card 
and money is handed in 
ASAP.

To encourage students 
to return their cards, a 
selection of prizes will be 
raffl ed for students who 
return them.

Prizes have also been 
arranged for the students/
class that raises the most 
money for the multi-purpose 
court.

The class who raises 
the most money will get 
to a pizza party and the 
individual who raises the 
most will become Principal 
for the day.

Newsletter, Mar 16, 2016
Our Lady of the Rosary 

Catholic Primary School

Master plan for 
school site discussed

Our Lady of the Rosary (OLR) Catholic 
Primary School has met to discuss a 
master plan for the school site in the 

future. 

Fun run raises 
$11,000

Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Primary 
School’s Fun Run Sport Day has 
successfully raised $11,000 for the 

school’s new multi-purpose court.

School principal Ms 
Justine Abell said: “ICAS 
provides an opportunity for 
students to gain a measure 
of their own achievement 
in an external assessment 
situation.

“Each student receives 
a certifi cate and a detailed 

report highlighting their 
strengths and weaknesses.”

Children can be tested on 
digital technology, science, 
writing, spelling, english, 
and mathematics.

Newsletter, Mar 11, 2016
Justine Abell, Kariong 

Public School

Students invited 
to be tested

Kariong Public School students in 
year three to six have been invited to 
participate in the 2016 International 

Competitions and Assessments for Schools 
(ICAS).

The annual event, 
founded in 1977, aims to 
develop strong leadership 
skills in young Australians. 

The program consists of 
keynote talks, multimedia 
presentations and 
interactive learning activities 
that foster decision 
making skills and outcome 
assessments for leadership 
situations.

The event also features 

interactive discussions with 
successful leaders across 
varying fi elds, with 2016’s 
event featuring NSW Police 
Commissioner, Mr Andrew 
Scipione.

Deputy Principal, Ms 
Justine Abell, said the day 
was all about inspiring 
students by highlighting 
how good leadership skills 
can result in success.

“The day is really about 

showing young people what 
they’re capable of,” Ms 
Abell said.

“Our students just loved 
it.

“They’re defi nitely 
inspired and were able 
to take home some really 
positive ideas about 
leadership,” she concluded.

Student leaders will 
be able to action these 
ideas about leadership in 

the 2016 Grip Leadership 
Conference, at the Central 
Coast Leagues Club, on 
May 20.

The Grip Conference is a 
more practical skills based 
leadership program aimed 
at fostering teamwork 
and team leading skills in 
student leaders.

Ms Abell said that after 
the Grip Conference, the 
School will give its student 
leaders the opportunity 
to develop and lead an 
initiative program until the 
end of the school year.

Newsletter, Mar 11, 2016
Kariong Public School

Interview, Mar 22, 2016
Justine Abell, Kariong 
Public School Deputy 

Principal

Students attend National 
Young Leaders’ Day

Student leaders from Kariong Public School attended National 
Young Leaders’ Day at Olympic Park, Homebush, on February 29.

From left front Jessica Atkins, Caitlin Harrison, Norah Sarwar, Brock Nairn, Zoe King, 
Lachlan Grace, Benjamin Polson, Madelyn Gage, Alisha Grevett and Kalani See


